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RLET':ILEIIJI]ISJ&{LT for the lakes of
wrd. While Bengaluresns
|1='J|a|:u'd e BEMIP wesrid on o lake refi-
venatiion drive snrlber, a recentaudy by
TESe shirws Dhatondy sax lakes hawe gonod
vealer guadking.

In facy, seme of the nkes have even
shiraiken oo the siee of o puddle. =T e
wanler i lesis. AT (his thme of year, there s
snip ps] 10 bt vt b thereis alot less
i, none comes in here todoanytieeg
abouric” saysChandmn [ name changed],
agrass culleral Kogili lake

Kergiis labos is ome o the 24 Bsred undies
e with poar water gualicy by the 115¢
reponrt, first published in S84, Tlese lnkes
weere restored by the BEMP. Biter stench
anill wode ases arsse i the cases of those
lakoes thar dhs lave o consbderalile umoant
1o et

Thereis a streem al deainage tha rims
paralled to the road from whene ane en-
teis Koglu lake. Buinin s unclear iflere s
any paith that connects the loke with this
stream. ] am ot sure if this streasm drains
it ksl sanvs Hagbufraamie changped ),
arvegubar pgper al the kake.

Henwever, he nides thng there is i al-
pes B sy aaiberiiees 1o mainin the
werber body wihich s o largely covered by
algae. "Nobody ever comes here © clean
o rrairitain this bike, It isso pobluted. m
s they receive funds to maintain but
mthing happens here. There 't any as
Lar =8 veseen™

Residents of Thirumenahalll are mot
viry fappy about thetr netghbourbiood
loke ton. Winle a resédents complained
abwur ther e of thae water body, he alao
mofes that there i stract regulation agatnsg
any ki aif waste disposal in the lake,

Theere = pirwadier tn the like o there's

e i Lestio of chean water, The last time |
sawwaler o the kike was inenths ago. Buor
i o i cands waste or garbage there.
Theresaguard whowould prevent anyone
Tromsdolng that,” save a ressdent of Amige
apartment near Thirssenalhalli lake.
“Earlier. another apartment’s sewage
s ] £ e i ched o thee lake bar
thiz prosdices s oman gt Chicrn 1o S8 T s,
Miww Chere ore no other extermal soune-

ed that diaan into the lake ™ says another
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Rejuvenated lakes continue to stink years after restoration

residend

Hinwever, this has not made thimgs
egmer for luim or his nesghbotes as therve
i now' & body of dratnage water thar has
lavmed another “lake™ near his apart-
ment. The apariment atands between
Thirumenahalli lake that has more area
cenvererd with grass thoan waterand awaler
endy that 8 blavek in oolour.

TTH.-'inl.'ﬂ'u:u.'nc_'.' of civie autharinies in
the matnienance of the cify's precious

wialer bodies isa eoncern thal mamy tnte
ey sliare, Souimiva Blugtan, aresident of
Umarahalli, recals her school days.
“Mlamy migeatory birds used 1o come
near this lake when [ was in 3th erade
wihiech s D guessin 2002, Nosw they dim'r,
due tothe pollinion. Becatse aguatse ke
iselfisalficred atthar leved thar cin-
it Teend v gl s e Rake " shiesays,
Taking a sieoll on the walking path
ariwnd the lake, she saye. 8 a “diffecul

stk e o tlae winter stinks (o gunter.”
Yoou, chikdrenin U soderprvdileged neigh-
bisarhood barle, people wash cliabes and
uterzssls o the slamy ke that s covered n
a green sheet. There are even those who
coniauime fish bred tn the polluted Lk,
b chirigt i e chis b e st she el ls.
A disappointed Seumya notes that
tlyee BEMI® dosss mor dio anything abaout iz
“Thewe's nicleaning dose, This bake used
1o be pnder an NGO (Undced Way Ben-

galuruiearficr, and until ther
gonsl. Thie NGO gave up, the
didhn't do anything and BEA
1SA'T i A 1 sy
prolliitied wiater”

Urtneabudli Lake was ri
L2 weith the contbined eff
and Unined Wiy Bengaliri
ra i lnwima therived for siom
nevely rejuvenared ke, I o
leat ial Lakis wahi vaery posar e




